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Title Grant acceptance and Purchase of accommodation to meet
strategic housing priorities, as a consequence of the
restrictions caused by Covid-19

Decision maker Leader of the Council (Section 9E)

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details
of the cabinet members, can be found here:

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251

Date of decision 17 December 2021

Report exemption class Open

Reason for being a key This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council
decision incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are,

significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or
function concerned. A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as
significant.

This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant having
regard to: the strategic nature of the decision; and / or whether the
outcome will have an impact, for better or worse, on the amenity of
the community or quality of service provided by the authority to a
significant number of people living or working in the locality (two or
more wards) affected.

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012.

General exception or special | No
urgency (as defined in the
constitution)

Purpose To accept a grant from the Department of Levelling Up, Housing
and Communities (DLUHC) via the Rough Sleepers
Accommodation Programme and the associated grant terms and
conditions.

To approve the acquisition of up to six properties from the open
market. This will enable the council, as part of the Covid-19
emergency response, to accommodate six people who have a long
and/or repeated history of rough sleeping. The six properties would
be self-contained accommodation suitable for those with disabilities



http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251

and /or accessibility issues, subject to the market value

Decision

That:
a) Cabinet accepts the Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities capital grant of £423,360 for
the purposes of purchasing up to six properties and a
revenue grant of £65,194 for a dedicated support
worker for 23 months; and

b) Authority to purchase the properties be delegated to
the Director for Economy and Place, following
consultation with relevant cabinet members and Chief
Finance Officer.

Reason for the decision

As set out in the report. Documents relating to this decision are
available at

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mglssueHistoryHome.aspx?11d=50039818

Options considered

1. Do nothing. This is not recommended as the council has a
statutory duty to house those who are homeless and capital grant
funding has been awarded from the DLUHC to purchase six
properties to help it meet this duty. The council is currently
accommaodating circa 49 people in emergency accommodation as
a result of the Government’s ‘everyone in’ initiative during the covid
19 pandemic. The council is also accommodating an increasing
number of people (circa 71) in temporary accommodation. There is
significant pressure on our temporary accommodation provision
and an ongoing shortage of transitional accommodation available
in the county which this grant seeks to start to mitigate. If the grant
is not accepted we will not be able to draw the funding down and
the project could not proceed as planned.

2. The council could purchase/create fewer than six units, however,
this is not recommended as funding has been secured from the
DLUHC to assist in the purchasing of these properties. There is
some flexibility with this model e.g. we might purchase fewer
properties, but create six units from them. This depends entirely
upon the housing market and what properties are available at the
time of purchase and would be done in consultation with DLUHC

Declarations of interest (see
= below)

Call-in expiry date (decisions
are not subject to call-in
where special urgency
provisions apply)

23 December 2021

Councillor: ..o

...................................... Date 17 December 2021

Leader of the Council (Councillor David Hitchiner)
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= arecord of any conflict of interest declared by any executive member who is consulted by the
member which relates to the decision;

and
= in respect of any declared conflict of interest, a note of dispensation granted.



